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A New Year !

For those of you who were not able to attend the Federation Convention last May, the main theme was the need for more and better “recruitment and retention” of members.  We emphasized as our own chapter goal in 2010, the first one – recruitment.  It’s everybody’s job and I hope you will all help to energize our chapter by inviting those you know who are eligible to join but don’t belong, to sign up.  

The Chapter Executive Board is focusing on member “retention” as its goal for 2011.  We intend to take aggressive action to encourage all members to renew their membership as soon as their month for renewal comes around.  Waiting for a dues renewal notice and sometimes, a second notice, wastes money and may cause a lapse in membership until the dues are paid.  Having dues withheld monthly (about $3.84) from one’s annuity insures continuous membership and saves time and money (i.e. 15% of the national dues).  We will try to alert everyone a little ahead of time that their dues will be coming due soon.  In these times of economic uncertainty, we need every member to stay on the rolls and we even need to increase our national membership if we are to remain a strong force for maintaining our earned benefits, 

I hope all of you will remain active members and let your congressmen know you expect them to support retirees as well as our active federal employees.

Together we can succeed.

I hope you and your families have had a wonderful Christmas season and are looking forward to a great 2011. 
NARFE and the 112th Congress

NARFE National President Joseph A. Beaudoin predicted a challenging two years ahead for the Association and its members. “We obviously have our work cut out for us in the need to 
educate lawmakers in a difficult fiscal atmosphere,” Beaudoin said. “Our earned retirement and health benefits have been viewed by some as ‘low-hanging fruit’ in the effort to balance the budget. The situation is exacerbated by anti-government rhetoric that obscures the facts about federal employment and retirement. But we are up to the task.”
Huge Budget Cuts Loom:  NARFE is expecting the most challenging fight in a generation to defend our earned retirement, pay, and health benefits during the upcoming congressional budget process.   Early indicators of how this year’s budget process will play out include the President’s state of the union address on January 25th, the release of the President’s Budget in February and action on the annual congressional budget resolution in March and April.  The timing of this year's Budget Resolution coincides at the point in time when the national debt is expected to reach its statutory limit of $14.3 trillion.  The debt limit and Budget Resolution could provide budget hawks with powerful leverage to extract massive spending cuts in exchange for their vote to increase the borrowing cap.  NARFE members’ earned benefits, as the Fiscal Commission showed, present an attractive target.  Proactively defending them NOW is crucial.
Contacting Congress:


Senator Kay Hagan

Greensboro Phone: (336) 333-5311

Washington Phone: (202) 224-6342

Web site: hagan.senate.gov

Senator Richard Burr

Winston-Salem Phone: (336) 631-5125

Washington Phone: (202) 224-3154

Web site: burr.senate.gov

Representative Brad Miller

(District 13)

Greensboro Phone: (336) 574-2909

Washington Phone: (202) 225-3032

Web site: bradmiller.house.gov

Representative Mel Watt

(District 12)

Greensboro Phone: (336) 275-9950

Washington Phone: (202) 225-1510

Web site: watt.house.gov

Representative Howard Coble

(District 6)

Greensboro Phone: (336) 333-5005

High Point Phone: (336) 886-5106

Washington Phone: (202) 225-3065

Web site: coble.house.gov
NARFE State Convention
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This year's State Convention will be held on May
4 - 6th at the Courtyard Marriott Carolina Beach, Carolina Beach.   One-hundred rooms have been held for NARFE members.  All rooms are ocean-front with balconies overlooking the ocean.  The price per night is quite a bargain: $89.00, or about half what the regular rate would be.  Act now to take advantage of this great opportunity to enjoy the beach and attend a great convention!  Reservations at 910-458-2030 or 800-321-2211 and mention NARFE Convention. Online registrations at www.mariotte.com/ilmcb
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National Parks: Fee-Free Days

Want to visit a National Park this year but don't want to pay the entrance fees? Then plan to visit on any one of 17 fee-free days in 2011. 

About 147 of the 394 parks and historic sites operated by the National Park Service charge admission fees from $3 to $25. Fees will be waived on the weekend of Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Jan. 15-17), National Park Week (April 16-24), the first day of summer (June 21), National Public Lands Day (Sept. 24) and the weekend of Veterans Day (Nov. 11-13). 

Get the latest information of Congressional actions involving legislation impacting Federal employees and annuitants!
Join GEMS Online Today!
Update or add your email address to receive GEMS (Global Electronic Messaging System).
Chapter Officers for 2011
At the December 9th Chapter meeting, Chapter 211 members elected the following officers:

President

Herb Lieberman


1st Vice-President

Jerry Pifer


2nd Vice-President
Chris Huber


Secretary

Doug Clapp
Treasurer

Anna Swaim
Welcome, New Members!
Chapter 0211 – Greensboro

Mollie Hall

Carl Maruzzella

Mary Baldwin

Peggy Gore
The NARFE Hotline
 As a service of NARFE, a weekly legislative message is available to telephone callers (703/838-7780 and toll free at 1-877-217-8234), and is posted for members on NARFE’s Internet site, www.narfe.org.
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Program Chair, Chris Huber, has scheduled some terrific programs for the next three months on subjects we have never had before!
January 13, 2011 - Kathleen Forbes - UNCG Emeritus Society  - The Emeritus Society provides stimulating noncredit opportunities for adult learners of all ages. The Society provides a learning environment that affirms the unique attributes that the adult learner brings to the class room—delight in the joy of learning , intellectual savvy, and substantial life experience.  Their college-level courses are designed to satisfy a hunger for intellectual nourishment without the pressure of tests and grades.  This spring, the Society is offering thirteen courses taught by outstanding faculty noted for their scholarship and engaging classroom style. Classes generally meet in the daytime for one and a half hours on the UNCG campus as well as community locations.
February 10, 2011 - Brenda Spach or Connie Phelps - Veteran Services Officers - North Carolina Division of Veterans Affairs

 

March 10, 2011 - Roger Burton, or John Lenik, IRS Community Outreach representatives.  Excellent, authoritative experts on tax policies will provide all your answers to this year's questions about your tax returns!
 

Meet a Member
Doug Clapp
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Our newest addition to the Chapter Executive Board, Doug Clapp, is a native of Greensboro, with a BA in chemistry from UNC and an MS in Computer Science from the University of Texas at San Antonio.  Doug also pursued graduate studies in Computer Science at  the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.  (Now you know who to call about your balky computer when your grandchildren are unavailable)!
Doug retired as Captain (0-3) from the US Air Force after twenty years of service, including 7+ years enlisted and 12+ years commissioned service.  Duty stations included Lackland Air Force Base, Sheppherd AFB, and Randolph AFB in Texas, Shaw AFB in South Carolina, Schriever AFB in Colorado, Langley AFB in Virginia, and Youg San Army Garrison in Korea.  After his well-earned retirement from the Air Force in 1991, Doug worked for another 16 years for Unisys / Loral / Lockheed-Martin / L-3 Communications.  

The military connections are strong in the Clapp family: wife Sylvia Dianne, Doug's high school sweetheart, retired in 2008 after a career with the USAF; son Michael is a Naval Flight Officer; while son Andrew served as a Navy Seabee.  We have Sylvia to thank for recruiting Doug into NARFE.
Doug enjoys singing with the Alamance Presbyterian Church choir and performed the Messiah with the Greensboro Oratorio Singers.  His computer skills are still actively engaged as he administers the computer network at home.

Recent travel has been fairly close to home: Wilmington, Jordan Lake, Mt. Airy and Grandfather Mountain.  2011 promises trips to Williamsburg, Busch Gardens, Jordan Lake, and Carolina Beach for the NC NARFE Convention.

Who Says There's No Free Lunch??

The Executive Board has authorized TWO free lunches for members attending each Chapter meeting during 2011.  A drawing will be held at the conclusion of each meeting and gift certificates to the Golden Corral will be given to the lucky winners!  With any luck, you may be eating free all year!!
- Old accountants never die, they just lose their balance.

- Old deans never die, they just lose their faculties.

- Old doctors never die, they just lose their patience.

- Old bankers never die, they just lose interest.

- Old farmers never die, they just go to seed.

- Old musicians never die, they just get played out.

- Old photographers never die, they just stop developing.

- Old quarterbacks never die, they just pass away.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
NARFE Chapter 211 Elected Officers

President

Herb Lieberman

336-545-7923
1st Vice-President
Jerry Pifer

336-273-8861
2nd Vice-President
Chris Huber

336-337-2824
Secretary

Doug Clapp

336-

Treasurer

Anna Swaim

336-697-8867

NARFE Chapter 211 Appointed Officers

Legislative Officer
Vacant




Service Officer

Led Austin

336-292-0812



Membership 

Maxine Pruett

336-273-7189
Public Affairs

Jerry Pifer

336-273-8861

Programs

Chris Huber

336-337-2824

Sunshine Committee
Aileen McCraw

336-292-3925

Telephone Tree

Maxine Pruett

336-273-7189

Newsletter

Jerry Pifer

336-273-8861


Chapter 211 Meetings, Second Thursday of each month, 11:45 am

Golden Corral Buffet & Grill 2419 Lawndale Drive, Greensboro
NEXT  MEETING: January 13th
UNC-G Emeritus Society
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